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tutions sooner than weak ones. The temperature at which the
vapour of the ether is inhaled considerably modifies its effects.

This circumstance (observes Dr. Snow) would in some
measure explain the variety of the results, and account for
some of the failures. The operator did not at present know
the quantity of vapour they were exhibiting with the air, and
would vary immensely according to the temperature of the
apartment. It would be seen, by some calculations made by
him, that 100 cubic inches of air saturated with the vapour
of ether, at a temperature of forty degrees, contain twenty-
seven cubic inches of the vapour,

So that if the temperature of the water in which the inhaler
is placed was sixty-five, seventy, or seventy-five degrees, con-
sequently the proportion of vapour in the air inspired would
be forty-four, fifty, and fifty-five per cent. respectively. This
demands attention; but the temperature of the room for the
apparatus may be easily ascertained and regulated with a
little care.
Dr. Malgaigne fancied reaction, after the operation in which

the patient has been etherized, rather weaker than in ordinary
cases.

The most remarkable peculiarities of this case were the
resemblance to a fit, or paroxysms of hysteria, or the effects
of some powerful stimulus, or mental excitement. During the
protracted inhalation she was occasionally restless, throwing
her hands about, screaming, screeching, and betraying other
marks of uneasiness, the ether inducing, to all external

appearance, a serious practical obstacle to the operation.
It is, however, strictly physiological to believe that contor-

tions of the face and limbs may take place during operations,
as purely reflex acts, without any volition or emotion of pain.
There may be even a cry apparently of pain without conscious-
ness of pain, in the same way that epileptics frequently cry
out before falling into convulsions without any subsequent
recollection whatever of pain or fear.-THE LANCET, Jan. 16th.
The phenomena of intoxication-delirium, furnish us with

ample proof that an individual may experience powerful
physical and mental suffering, or sensation, of which, at a
subsequent period, lie may be entirely unconscious, especially
in dreaming; that people may cry and scream in their sleep,
without knowing anything of its cause after having awakened;
and that during profound states of coma they would sometimes
start and make noises, while there is plainlv nothing but
organic sensations remaining.&mdash;Medical Times, Jan. 23rd.

This is perfectly consistent with the fact,-this case showing
a peculiarity of some practical importance; that the inhalation
of the vapour of ether is not rendered less useful or beneficial
for not producing an anodyne, or composing effect, in the em-
ployment of surgical operations.

CASE.&mdash;On Thursday, Jan. 28th, in the presence of a nume-
rous assemblage of professional gentlemen and interested
spectators, the ether vapour, as an antidote to pain, was tried
for amputation of the thigh. This is the third limb which has
been removed within the last month at the Bristol General
Hospital, whilst the patient has been under the influence of
the etherial vapour. An interesting and delicate girl, of
nervous temperament, fifteen years of age, dressmaker, suffer-
ing from disease of the knee-joint, which had existed nearly
seven years, various remedies having been used without avail,
and who dreaded the pain of the operation exceedingly.
Having been told that a female, aged sixty-three, had had her
leg amputated without pain, for disease of the bones and ankle-
joint, ofeighteen months’ standing,-from which she had suffered
the most agonizing pain at times, the strongest narcotic medi-
cine producing scarcely one hour’s sleep at night, and who had
inhaled the ether occasionally with the best effects in allaying
the pain, and who went out of the hospital and refused to sub-
mit to the operation until she had learnt that it could be re-
moved without pain, as in the case of the young man who had
had his thigh off whilst in the etherized condition some time
previously; she then returned to the hospital, and readily
assented to its being removed; (both of these individuals are
quite well, and in a state to leave the hospital, no unfavour-
able symptoms of any kind having manifested themselves ;)-the
young girl consented to have the operation performed.
There were four experimental trials of the inhalation of the
ether, which only produced, to all appearance, temporary
insensibility. At a little after one o’clock she began to inhale
the vapour of the ether, preparatory to the operation, from

the bladder, which was administered by Dr. Fairbrother.
After inhaling the ether a few minutes, the patient seemed
insensible, when the operator, Mr. Lansdown, commenced.
The instant, however, the knife touched her, she cried
out, put her hands down to the part, and betrayed other
marks of uneasiness. After half a minute to a minute,
the operation was proceeded with, and signs of apparent
suffering were not to be mistaken; so much so, that it induced
some gentlemen who witnessed its effects to imagine that the
operation was felt, and the patient was aware of it, and was
conscious of what was going on. The pulse remained unaf-’
fected, and the pupils dilated, fixed, and did not act during the
whole time; the breathing laborious two or three times; but
the withdrawal of the tube from the mouth, (which was held
so firmly between the teeth that it required some little force
to get it out,) and the administration of some wine occasionally,
quickly removed this comatose state. The inhalation of the
ether was prolonged to twenty minutes, with an occasional
intermission; the skin not sensible on being sharply pinched.
After the operation was completed, and on awakening to a
state of consciousness, and asked if she had suffered any pain,
or had any knowledge or recollection of what had been done,
she expressed no knowledge, was not aware of what had
passed, and said she had had a dream, and thought she was at
the bar of judgment pleadingfor mercy, and that God Almighty
was punishing her for her sins. The first thing she was con-
scious of was seeing the gentlemen standing round her bed.
After being removed to the ward, (about twenty minutes after
the operation,) several hours afterwards, and repeatedly since,
in the presence of several persons, she declared that she
suffered no pain or other inconvenience, and that she was not
aware that she cried, screamed out, or struggled with her
hands. The only thing she recollects is the dream before
mentioned. All this she states with an air of sincerity; and
there is no reason for questioning her veracity, as she bears
a very good moral and religious character, and the dream is
that which might be expected from such an individual. It
therefore becomes a question, whether the writhings and
distorted features in the case above described are to be re-
garded as proof that the operation occasioned, at the time, the
actual agony of which such symptoms are the usual evidence,
or whether they were mere " instinctive movements." The
result, then, on the question of pain during the etherial sur-
gical operation we witnessed, amounted to this-That, in this
case, there is no proof whatever that any pain was suffered,
and that the manifestation of pain during the operation is op-
posed by the positive statement that no pain, suffering, or
knowledge of the operation, was experienced.

This case also shows the curious fact, that in the two cases
before mentioned, in which there was no evidence of pain or
suffering, she being quite calm and motionless, the pulse fluc-
tuated remarkably during the operation, and the pupils were
very much contracted; but in this case, the pulse continued
exactly the same as before and during the operation, and the
pupils dilated and fixed. In the evening, she was cold and
chilly; oozing of blood took place from the stump; nausea and
vomiting, and the pulse very feeble and weak; and complained
of a disagreeable taste in her month from the ether. In the
course of the next day, all passed off, and no subsequent bad
consequences have occurred, and she is going on favourably
up to the present time. It is great gratification to this young
creature, who would have been the subject of excruciating
pain during the amputation, if performed in the mtial iiiaiiner,
that there was a perfect cessation from all suffering whilst in
the etherized condition.

Correspondence.
CHIROPODY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR, - Having read in your valuable publication of

December 26th, page 701, an article headed " Chiropody
Extraordinary," I now take an opportunity of stating the
result of the trial of the chiropodist, and forward to you, for
the information of my professional brethren, a particular
detail of the artist’s mode of operation, and the result of it, in
the discovery of a nursery of corns where the most eminent
men in our profession appear never to have thought that they
were ever grown.
Joseph Wolff, tried at the sessions for the County of Suffolk,

held at Beccles on the 4th inst., on a charge of having, in the
Borough of Southwold, in that county, on the 1st of Decem-
ber last, obtained, from a gentleman resident in that
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town, the sum of 1l., by false pretences, represented in the
calendar of prisoners as thirty-five years of age, a labourer of
the city of Norwich, (!) but who, by his handbills, had repre-
sented himself as Dr. J. Wolff, Chiropodist, patronized by
a crowned head, and every grade of nobility and gentry, from
the throne downwards, was acquitted by the jury, on the Iground, as it would appear, of insufficient evidence, arising, ,
perhaps, out of the loss of materials pretended to have been
extracted as corns, and the difficulty of showing that the
whole sum charged was a fraud, as what is usually called a
corn had been operated upon, and the patient felt ease from it.
The theory of the chiropodist, as frequently stated, is, that

corns are generated in considerable numbers in, and spring
from, the bone, immediately under what has never before been
doubted to be a corn, and in order to the extraction of which,
in the cases alluded to, and at which I was present, the fol-
lowing was the ceremony of operation:-Seating himself with
his face towards the light, and taking care to object against
any person placing himself in a situation distinctly to see the
whole operation, the operator threw a handkerchief over his
knee, upon which the foot of the patient was laid. The visible

corn was then pressed somewhat unceremoniously, to give, it
is presumed, the patient a sufficient idea of the pain occasioned
by such things, and the value of the service rendered by the
removal of them. The chiropodist then proceeded to pare the
uppermost layer of the thickened cuticle of every corn upon
the same foot, using a number of variously shaped scalpels.
He then proceeded to loosen, by means of a set of instruments
like gum-lancets, of different shapes, and some of them much
rounded, the entire natural corns, turned them up, and on one
side, then cut off the more callous part of each, leaving the
under layer of the cuticle, of which he contrived to form a
sort of flap, which he subsequently made use of. With
crooked scissors of various sizes, having clipped away all un-
even surfaces from the different corns under operation, then,
with suitable solemnity, the operator took from a round box
a bottle of mysterious oil, somewhat resembling blood, which
he represented as having the power to raise the corns; this
oil was with abundant care rubbed over each toe operated
upon, and into each excavation made in it, until it foamed;
and at this perhaps critical period of the operation, the
operator invariably resorted to some manoeuvre to attract the
attention of any bystander, and each flap before spoken of
was carefully closed over the orifice, and the oil wiped from
the outer part of the toes. The chiropodist then, by means of
an instrument like a large silver tooth-pick, with great adroit-
ness disengaged what he called the corns, and brought them
one by one to view, exclaiming," See de corn!" The object
being thus made visible, the operator, taking up a pair of long
broad forceps, deeply grooved, and closing with a slide, pro-
ceeded to lay hold of it, and suiting the action to the extremity
of the case, lie affected to exercise the utmost judgment and
care in the ceremony of extraction, which having with appa-
rent difficulty effected, the self-created corn was usually tri-
umphantly exhibited, and its point applied to the back of the
patient’s hand, no doubt, that its power to give pain might be
felt. In conclusion, the flap before spoken of was trimmed
off; and if there was any appearance of blood, the chiropodist
applied small pieces of charpie, dipped in a yellowish-brown
astringent, and every toe operated upon was bound neatly up
and secured with adhesive plaster.
The Wolff corns, or the spicul&aelig; designated by Dr. J. Wolff

as corns, are horny, bristly, or bony substances, which may be
manufactured either of the parings of horses’ hoofs, or the
bones of fish; but I have great reason to believe they were
manufactured from the parings of horses’ hoofs. In length
they are about one quarter of an inch, some jagged, some
smooth, some curved, and in size do not exceed that of a small
pin.
The Doctor’s talent in practical imposition appears tc

have been carried nearly through the length and breadth,
not only of our island, but into Ireland, to say nothing
of the Continent. In Ireland, I have evidence of the ex
traction of 8l. from the purse of a lady, and in my own
immediate neighbourhood, of 6l. for twenty-five spicul&aelig;. From
London I have received various communications, and amongsi
them, of the extraction of fifteen guineas from two gentle.
men residing in that fountain-head of medical and surgica:
knowledge, besides similar, and indeed greater, imposition;
practised elsewhere. The most gratifying communication, how
ever, has been from Cheltenham, where it appears that the im
postor, for his malpractices on the feet of his patients, wa:
sent to exercise his own feet on the treadmill.
The object, from first to last, in the proceedings against Dr

J. Wolff, has been, to expose the absurdity of his theory, an(

the extent of his trickery; and the object of addressing to you
this exposition of the mystery of his operations, has been to
show the necessity of great caution, particularly in our pro-
fession, in certifying anything not well understood. In mv
own case, I considered myself perfectly secure from imposi-
tion, not simply from the personal recommendation of Dr.
Wolff by the gentleman whose house he had just left, but
from a splendid book of certificates, containing the autographs
and seals of several noblemen, and printed testimonies from
many members of high eminence in our profession, on which
I could not but rely, as fully justifying a recommendation
of the operator to my friends, by whom they were so grossly
deceived, and the deception upon whom well warranted, in
my opinion, the proceedings which I thought proper, injustice
to them, to adopt. ROBERT WAKE, M.D., M.R.C.S.E.
Southwold, Suffolk, Jan. 1847.

HINDOO MEDICAL STUDENTS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In THE LANCET of last week, (Feb. 6th,) I observe
amongst your " Medical News" a paragraph upon University
College, in which reference is made to the Hindoo medical
students under my charge in this country. As the remarks
therein made contain some important errors, I should wish,
in justice to these young men, with your permission, to correct
them.
You speak of " Two native gentlemen having been educated

at University College with such success, as to enable them to
carry off the diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England." " One of these," you state, " has returned to Cal-
cutta ; the other remains to compete for the scholarship of
comparative anatomy given by the College of Surgeons."
Now, Sir, the real facts of the case are these:&mdash;Four Hindoo

students accompanied me from India in 1845, and have since
been pursuing their studies at University College, under my
superintendence. Of these, three obtained the diploma of the
College of Surgeons in August last, and two, in the same
month, passed the first examination for the degree of M.B.
in the London University, with so much distinction as to be
placed in the first division. They also obtained high certifi-
cates in the subsequent examination for honours. The fourth
has only been prevented from presenting himself for both
these examinations, by not yet having attained the requisite
age. His acquirements, however, are such, as I have no
doubt will place him at least upon an equality with his
countrymen, when he is entitled to become a candidate for
the same professional distinctions.
One of the young men returned to Calcutta last month, as

you state. He did not share with his friends the desire of
possessing the degree of M.D., and being older than the rest,
he was desirous of making use at once of his surgical diploma
in his own country. He started for India with very high
testimonials from some of the most distinguished professional
men in London, and I hope will prosper as he deserves in
India.
During their career of study at University College, my

Hindoo friends have been distinguished by their untiring
industry, zeal, intelligence, and high moral conduct. They
have been extremely successful in contending for honours at
the College examinations. One of these, Bholorath Bose,
carried away the gold medal in botany, the silver medal in
chemistry, and the same reward in materia medica; and I
think he has a fair chance of the comparative anatomy gold
medal this year. Another, Jorgie Coma Chuckerbutty,
obtained the gold medal in comparative anatomy, and the
silver medal in zoology; and all have repeatedly gained high
certificates of merit in various other classes. The third,
Gopal Chunder Seal, has been clinical clerk to Dr. Williams,
and is now dresser to Mr. Liston. I do not know whether
any of them propose at present to compete for the student-
ship of comparative anatomy at the College of Surgeons,
which you refer to; but I think either of the two prizemen
above mentioned are well qualified to do so, and they may
hereafter make the attempt.
The successful result of the experiment upon the advantages

to Indian civilization, of educating young Hindoos in England,
must be gratifying in the extreme to all who are interested in
the welfare of our possessions in the East. To myself it has
been delightful to witness, as a triumphant development of
principles which I have advocated for many years in India.

! To the medical profession it should also be a subject of much
interest, and some little pride, to behold our art, as on so many

. previous occasions, once again employed as the instrument of.

. civilization and the means of introducing the lights of learning


